Tue MiooLe CriLo

Ashdown Engineering has recently announced the addi-
tion three new combo amps to ther product line,
Weighing in ar the light end of the scale is the Atter Eight,
a 15 wart combo with an B inch dreiver, and at the heavy
end is the Five Fifreen, a 65 watt combo with a2 15 meh
driver. The middle of this three amp range—the Perfect
I =15 the bocus of this particular revies, however, All
three of these amps share similar charpctenstics across the
board, but the Perfect 10 15 the one | can speak of with
extensive hands-on experience,

MicHTY Mouse

The Perfect 10 features a 30 wart amplifier POWETING A
10 tch deiver, which abvicusly mits s applications, buog
the same holds rrue for any small combo. I wlar von're
locking for is a simall, poreable amp chacs lowd enough o
play in a serring such as an acoustic gig or a rehearsal,
vou'll ger a lor out of this amp. There was a bass plaver
that said in an inverview | read once that if you have o e
an amp up much more chan half way, vou need a bigger
amip. | tend o agree. ve found thar the Perfecr ren is a
grear balance berween weight and power [05 nor the light-
est amp, but ics very easy o carry around one handed, and
it's been loud enough o suic me inall bur one (very loud)
jam session ve plaved i since 've been using ac, When ir's
cranked most of the way up, the sound does begin oo distore
a bir, bt e’ soill an very intelligible sound compared o
st solicd state comibas when voo're ot the far end of che
valume knol,

Tue Bty GritTy

The controls for this beast are on the top of the amp,
whicl is a back saver in itsell—1 hate having to drog to
my knees oo adjust knobs, Those concrols include
gain, a pre-shape "decp™ circuir, three band EC),
and of course master volume. Also incleded
are a headphone curpur and an B-ohm
exrension speaker cabiner ourpur for
when vou necd o move more
11w

By keeping it simple,
Ashdown has created o great
cosniban for those thae need to he
set up and have a good rone
dialedan in o matter of seconds,
The owverall spund of the amp
tends to be a bae heavy on the
midrange for my ase, b ehar's
casy oo dial our — the EC) is in just
the righe spot. The bass response is
amazing for a 10 inch deiver—irs
quick response sives vou amazingly
clear lows char can kaock vour pictures off
the walls withour sounding mushy. The

By Evan Busacsas

highs are equally well defined, brighe and detailed without
being harsh. The ronal nuances of every bass plugged into
it camie out exactly as they should, and thars the whele
paint, 15n't it

Easy 10 HanoLe

If you're looking for an amp thar won’t break che bank
or vour back, the Perfect Ten should be higgh on your priori-
v list of combos 1o check our. Iis §229 Prive tiag is ensy to
handle for those that need a reasonably priced amp to start
with or thoss who wane a more portable alteenative o their
more bulky rigs, Although it would be easier to lug the amp
aroumnd with side handles in some cases (up a flighe of srairs,
for instancel, the handle on cthe top does sulfice. Wei
in at only 47 pounds, ics nor haed ar all o carey it around
one handed, especially with a bass case in the other hand o
balange you out,

ring

PLenTr oF Opmaks

It the Perfecr Ten doesn’t sunk vour exact needs bor
power or portabalivyg the folks ar Ashidoswn have saved the
day by giving you the options of the Afrer Eight and the
Five Fifveen. Goldilocks would have loved this amp, Theres
an amp for Baby, mama and papa bear, but naturally, the
cne in the maddle s just nght—thuos the name, | suppose,
Mo macrer which choice you make, 15 o good ane, Yool
be hard pressed o find an amp thar seunds this sood and s
this useakle ar chis price.

For more information, contact Asldown Enginesring,
www.ashdownmusic.com. [




