ASHDOWN FALLEN ANGEL 180 HEAD 3

GUITAR AMPS

The Fallen Angel range is

topped off by this delightfully
mad powerhouse that uses
six EL34s to deliver 180W of

pure valve mayhem
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Ashdown Fallen Angel 180 head

ASHDOWN FALLEN ANGEL 180 HEAD £1,099
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For the ultimate de-tuned sound, who better to ask than one of the world's top bass amp builders? Time

for the lowdown on Ashdown’s new Fallen Angel by Nick C

ynonymous with top-flight bass

amplification, Ashdown planted

a big flag in the 6-string camp last
year with the introduction of the
From affordable
combos to the delectable Peacemaker

Peacemaker range

hand-wired head we reviewed in May
of last year, there's no doubt that
Ashdown's expertise has bridged the
J..',:lll:\'I'[h'll'.'lllII_L‘,h.‘l:x.\:l]lllj.ﬁ!lll.‘ll
amplification with instant success
Following in the Peacemaker's

footsteps there are some tempting new
The hand-

offerings to look at this year
wired Cotton Club series looks set to
boost the Essex company’s reputation
for world-class ‘boutique’ design, while
for those after something a little less
subtle there’s the Fallen Angel range
This series of combos and heads is
topped off by this delightfully mad
powerhouse that uses six EL34s to
deliver 180W of pure valve mayhem

, the Fallen Angel's
design marks it out as a serious ‘rawk’
amp. A simple black vinyl-covered
sleeve is given a touch of class with the

On looks alone

addition of red stringing that echoes
the screen printed control panel
legends. Behind the mesh grille, the
detailing continues with red anodised
screen caps for the four preamp tubes
Ashdown's new cream double-wing
badge picks out their other trademark:
a cream VU meter that displays the
amp's output level. It's hardly the most
useful feature on a guitar amp,
especially one like this, but these

details blend vintage and modern
styling in a way we find very appealing.
Ashdown is one of the few British amp
builders to escape the ‘parts bin' look
and challenge the Americans for style.
[nside the steel tray chassis there are
two large printed circuit boards: one
holds the power supply and the bases
for the Fallen Angel's sextet of EL34s,
the other handles the bulk of the
preamp circuitry including all the front
panel controls. Both PCBs are single-
sided, not what we would hope for in
an amp in this price bracket, especially
for the power supply board. However,
they are quite substantial and properly
supported to minimise flexing when
valves are replaced. The tray design of
the chassis coupled with two very
heavy transformers means care has to
be exercised when removing it to keep
flexing to a minimum, although the
general build quality means this isn't
likely to happen very often, if at all.
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Build quality * &k
Features Ckkkd
Sound  kkkk
Value for money  kk Kk

WE LIKED It nails that sound very well, and
has versatility to cope with a lot more besides.
And it luuks cool too

Wi L + It would have been nice to see
separate senes.-‘paratlel loop switching, also
external bias adjustment would help to keep
those six valves running as long as possible

Chrome Telecaster-type knobs seem
to be de rigeur for this type of amp, and
the Fallen Angel's control panel is no
exception. Two straightforward sets of
gain, bass, mid and treble with
separate channel volumes govern the
Angel's clean and lead sounds, with
pushbuttons for lead channel boost
and effects loop dedication adding
extra versatility.

There are two effects loops, which

can be set to run in series or parallel
mode. Series means all the preamp
signal is routed through the loop, while
in parallel mode the loop signal is
mixed in according to taste. Why have
both? Well, series mode is best suited
to effects like EQ or compression,
whereas delays and modulation effects
like chorus are best run in parallel,
letting you mix the effected signal into
the amp’s audio path.

At the far right is another common
feature on amps of this type: a
footswitchable dual master volume
control. This lets you preset one level
for rhythm and another for lead, so any
one sound can be used for both.

The sparse rear panel holds two pairs

of send/return jacks, a pair of return
level controls and a selection of
speaker outlets, as well as a trio of jack
sockets for using either the Fallen
Angel's dedicated footswitch or
standard latching types.

SOUNDS: Plugged in and revved up,
the Fallen Angel delivers exactly the

PRICE' £1,099
ORIGIN: I_.K
TYPE: All v
channe
with sc
rectificatio
OUTPUT: Nominal
180W RMS
VALVES: Four
ECC83 AXT preamp
six EL34EH powe
DIMENSIONS: -
x 640 (w) x 290mm (d}
WEIGHT (kg/Ib): 20/44
CABINET: Birch ply
CHANNELS: Two
FOOTSWTCH: Included
It switches channels
'Imrmu' and toggles
effects loops on/off
CONTROLS Gain,
bass, mid, treble
annel volume x 2,
rvolume x 2
nnel 2 boost
ADDITIONAL
FEATURES: [
loops capable
routed to either ¢ ]I'"‘”]
channels and switchable
from si arallel
mode, DC heater supplied
to reduce hum levels
OPTIONS: Nane
RﬂNGE OP'I'FONS F]II\—n

ve, dual

s AB head

Fallen .-'\nhr-l 4
abinets £
available anglec
straight
Ashdown Engineering
01376 572972
www.ashdownmusic.com
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It is touches like the VU
output meter that enable
Ashdown to compete with
the Americans on looks

Therivals

Marshall MF350  £650
Hughes & Kettner

Warp 7 Head £799
Peavey Triple XXX £999
Marshall's MF350 is the
Ashdown's most serious
competitor: awesome
power, great tone and
Marshall’s reliability at
an amazing price.
Hughes & Kettner has
nailed the right tone,
serious looks and the
Warp 7's solid-state
design is also going to be
more reliable. Peavey's
Triple XXX is also a
worthy contender.

Behind its slightly
suspect styling is a
serious three-channel
amp that delivers the
right sounds and plenty
of power

more than a hint of Tweed Bassman in
. The lead channel | 1ty of
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The four ECCB3/12AX7
preamp valves provide
a tasty light show
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Take a regular guitar down a tone to
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Yerdict
[ Fallen Angel look:
Many amp buil
1 modern nu-metal sp
p 1l of them
ome knol
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subtle edge that many

ant to experience
yvour local dealer
and book an audition now. @
Ashdown Fallen Angel 180 Head
Guitarist RATING * %k %k




