Pino and Ashdown – the hardest working names in bass
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Ironically enough, it was in Chicago that British bass-legend Pino Palladino first came across Britain's favourite bass amplification – Ashdown Engineering – while checking out Lakland basses in 1999. It was love at first listen, with Pino declaring "I love that fat, warm sound". And in the years that have followed, Pino's Ashdown rig of two ABM900 heads and a pair of ABM1510 cabs have travelled everywhere with him.

And Pino's been to a lot of places! First outing for his new Ashdown rig was a massive yearlong world tour with R&B star D'Angelo. Then, following the untimely loss of the late John Entwistle, Pino got a call to step into the great man's shoes just a couple of days before the Who tour opened at the Hollywood Bowl. Pino found John's own mighty Ashdown rig of two RPM1 preamps, 5000 Watts of PM1000 power amplification, two 810 and four custom 212 cabs just a bit too big for him. So Ashdown shipped his own rig to the US as Pino busily learnt the parts. Twenty-four hours later, both the player and the bass rig performed faultlessly.

Next came a huge event at Buckingham Palace to celebrate the Queen's Golden Jubilee in 2002. Pino was the obvious choice for bass player for the 'house band' in a concert that also featured Rod Stewart, Ozzy Osbourne and Paul McCartney.

And then, for the historic Simon and Garfunkel reunion tour in 2003, Pino decided to rack-mount his Ashdown amplifiers, swapping his ABM900s for a pair of gorgeous, chrome-faced ABM500s.

Speaking on behalf of Ashdown Engineering, Mark Gooday said "Pino's resume proves just what a versatile player he is and, the fact that we've gone everywhere with him, confirms just how flexible Ashdown bass amplification is."
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