New Ashdown J-Lo distortion pedal turns a bass guitar into a fire breather
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UK bass amp specialist Ashdown Engineering has partnered with Megadeth bassist James LoMenzo to create a bass-specific distortion effects pedal – the LoMenzo Hyper Drive.

During more than 30 years experience playing and recording with iconic rock musicians including Zakk Wylde’s Black Label Society, David Lee Roth, Ozzy Osbourne, Slash’s Snake Pit, White Lion and now Megadeth, James envisioned a bass drive effect that operates entirely unlike any other distortion unit currently available. Now Ashdown has made that vision a reality.

In the LoMenzo Hyper Drive, a band of frequencies within the midrange of the bass signal is filtered out and the distortion effect is added only to this band. The filtered frequencies can be ‘tuned’ to the precise range that gives the optimum effect. The degree of distortion available is variable from a subtle break up to huge overdrive, enabling a new range of extreme effects for bass to be created. The distortion effect can then be mixed with the original dry bass signal to maintain a powerful, full-bodied bass tone with distortion overtones.

“I’ve been using the Hyper Drive every night and it’s truly astounding,” reports James from the current Megadeth tour. “It turns all my basses into fire breathers!”

The J-Lo Hyper Drive joins a range of Ashdown bass effects pedals that already includes the Chorus Plus, Dual Band Compressor, Envelope Filter, Sub Octave Plus and Drive Plus.

Commenting on the launch, Ashdown’s Mark Gooday says “Ashdown has been building James’ bass rigs since the David Lee Roth days and we’ve enjoyed a particularly close working relationship. James has had this unique bass effects pedal in his mind for some time and we’re delighted that we’ve been able to realise that vision, and make it available for other players.”
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