Ashdown sets bass players free with the new FreeBASS wireless system
NAMM 08, Hall C, Booth 4778

UK bass amp specialist Ashdown Engineering is launching what’s thought to be the first UHF diversity wireless system designed and engineered specifically for bass guitar. 

Unlike conventional wireless systems, the Ashdown FreeBASS overcomes the difficulty of reproducing faithfully the low frequencies and high dynamics typical of a bass guitar signal over a wireless link. The result is a system that allows bassists the same freedom on stage that guitar players and vocalists have enjoyed for some time, without having to compromise on tone.

Another unique feature is a Modeling control on the receiver that selects between 16 DSP-enhanced bass settings, adding sonic versatility to an already outstanding bass wireless system.

Both the receiver and transmitter feature large, backlit displays and an intuitive menu system for controlling functions including frequency selection, sensitivity and muting. The rear panel of the receiver provides an unbalanced jack output for connection to a bass amplifier, and a balanced XLR output for direct connection to a PA system.

Commenting on the announcement, Ashdown’s Dan Gooday says, “Bass players have been tied down for too long, but there’s no point in going wireless if you have to sacrifice tone. Now with the FreeBASS system, bass players can have it all.”
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