Ashdown tours the world

As ever, Ashdown amplification has been at the very heart of backline rigs on some of the most memorable albums and tours of 2004, and this year looks set to continue the trend.

Highlights of the past 12 months include U2’s long awaited new album How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb, the launch of which was heralded by a surprise outdoor gig by the band in New York City. U2 bassist and longstanding Ashdown enthusiast Adam Clayton was accompanied at the gig by his monster rig consisting of two ABM900 heads, two ABM410 cabs and two ABM115 cabs – all of which could be seen on the resulting MTV special that featured footage of the gig.

Another album that made it into many people’s ‘Best Of 2004 List’ is Elvis Costello’s The Delivery Man. Bassist Davey Faragher has been using his Ashdown ABM900 / ABM410 / ABM115 rig on a string of US shows, and Elvis and the Imposters now head off for a European tour before returning to the States in March 2005.

As a key part of Gwen Stefani’s band, new Ashdown convert Miiko Watanabe has been putting her Ashdown rig through its paces on a series of TV appearances to promote Gwen’s new solo album Love.Angel.Music.Baby, which has already spawned the Grammy-nominated hit single What You Waiting For? Miiko’s set-up is based around an Ashdown Labs MK500 head and both ABM115 and ABM410 cabinets.

One of the biggest Ashdown rigs to be assembled in recent times belongs to Shavo Odadjian of System Of A Down. Shavo spent months testing gear from all the world's leading bass amp manufacturers, and eventually chose four Ashdown ABM900 heads, four ABM810 cabinets and two newly-designed ABM215 cabinets for his touring backline. The rig – large enough to have its own zip code – proceeded to accompany the band around the world: and with a new album and world tour scheduled soon, expect to see much more of Shavo’s Ashdown system this year.

And if you thought Shavo’s rig was impressive, spare a thought for Jack Daley’s roadie. As bassist for Lenny Kravitz, Jack assembled the largest Ashdown touring backline to date for Lenny’s world tour – numbering no fewer than twelve Ashdown 8 x 10 and four 2 x 15 cabinets with custom gold grilles, split into two '8 cabinet' rigs on either side of the stage. 

Three custom gold Ashdown ABM900 amp heads were located on stage, but power for the cabs and monitors was actually supplied by a rack system off-stage comprising of an Ashdown RPM-1 bass preamp and three Ashdown PM1000 bass power amplifiers, controlled throughout the show by tech Alex Alvarez. 

For Jack, the choice of Ashdown was all about the sound. "The Ashdown system perfectly complements the sound of my Jazz Bass. The tone is fat and warm with a massive, clearly articulated bottom end.”

You can also check out Jack’s phenomenal playing and killer Ashdown sound on Joss Stone’s award-winning album The Soul Sessions.  
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