Stranglers’ JJ Burnel tours with new Ashdown Labs bass rig

When the stranglers recorded ‘Peaches’ back in the 1970s, bass player JJ Burnel secured his place in history at a stroke with that stark, muscular and memorable bass line.

Today, JJ and the Stranglers are still going strong, currently touring in support of their critically acclaimed new album ‘Norfolk Coast’. Recording sessions for the album coincided with the development of Ashdown Engineering’s new Ashdown Labs bass amplifiers, so a prototype AD600 amp head was duly dispatched to the Stranglers’ studio in Wiltshire, England. JJ loved it, recorded with it, and has now taken the Ashdown Labs AD600 on the road.

“This new Ashdown amp makes my kind of noise” says JJ. “It’s as unique as the man who makes them and as unique as my sound. I love it”.

While Ashdown’s ABM bass amps are already famous for their warm and characterful sounds, Ashdown Labs takes a ‘Hi-Fi’, producing bass amplification of quite extraordinary clarity and dynamic range.

JJ’s AD600 combines an ultra-clean, fast-response 575 Watts RMS power section with an innovative new preamp design featuring a low-impedance instrument input, a 12-band graphic equalizer which can be switched in and out from the front panel and a revolutionary Harmonic Emphasis circuit that actually synthesizes new harmonics which combine with the originals under variable level control to create a stunning extra top-end ‘zing’ – like permanently playing with new strings. The result is a rack-mounting bass amp head with a thrilling dynamic range.

The Norfolk Coast tour includes gigs and festivals around the UK and Europe, and recently included a show in Hellendoorn, Holland, alongside Level 42, where bass layer Mark King was using his new Ashdown Labs Signature Series head.

“It was great to hear the very first two Ashdown Labs amplifiers on the same bill, with two such uniquely talented players” commented Ashdown’s Mark Gooday. “Needless to say, both bands had a fantastic bass sound!”

For Stranglers news and tour dates, see www.stranglers.co.uk
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