Ashdown Fallen Angel 180 Guitar Amp Wins Prestigious 'Best Amp' Award

Ashdown USA, Booth # 4268

Ashdown’s Fallen Angel 180 all-tube, high-gain guitar amp head has won 'The Best Guitar Amp Head Over $1500' as voted by the readers of Future Publishing's UK guitar magazines Guitarist and Total Guitar. The award is particularly sweet for Ashdown, as the British amplification specialist's Peacemaker hand-wired all-tube guitar amp won the same award last year.

"To win this award even once is a great honour" commented a delighted Ashdown main-man Mark Gooday, "but to win it twice in succession is really special. It's great to see Ashdown guitar amplifiers repeating the success of our bass amps."

The Fallen Angel 180 has scored a big hit with nu-metal players who demand a saturated, singing solo voice while keeping plenty of power on tap for clearly-defined, bass-heavy rhythm work. No fewer than six EL34 tubes in the output section deliver masses of headroom, so clean sounds stay clean, even at high volume. But the Fallen Angel is really all about gain. Stunning lead sounds with huge sustain are mainly created in the all-tube preamp, leaving the output stage relatively unfettered. So when the player hits a fat, bottom-heavy, chugging power chord in the middle of the solo, the power is right there to ensure that the overdrive remains the same, while the bass notes stay tight and articulate.

The Fallen Angel 180 is every inch a performance amplifier, with separate effects loops for both channels making it possible to add chorus on the clean channel and delay on the overdrive channel. A 4-way footswitch comes as standard, and selects between channels 1/2, channel 2 boost on/off, dual master volumes and effects loop in/out.

With the 180 head providing inspiration, the Fallen Angel range also includes the highly-affordable Fallen Angel 60 head, Fallen Angel 40 1 x 12" combo and Fallen Angel 60 2 x 12" combo. All are vacuum tube, high-gain designs featuring clean and lead/overdrive channels which can be selected via the front panel or with a footswitch. Both combos and the 60 watt head are equipped with footswitchable dual master volumes and gain boost on channel 2/3, making a total of 6 different sounds/volumes instantly accessible on stage. All are equipped with an effects loop with a rear panel wet/dry mix control and a built-in spring reverb. A range of Fallen Angel Celestion-loaded 2 x 12" and 4 x 12" cabinets is also available.
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