Ash‘s Charlotte rocks the world with her Ashdown Fallen Angel guitar amp

Listen to the new Ash album Meltdown and you’ll know that Northern Ireland’s finest are ready to rock. Produced by Nick Raskulinecz (Foo Fighters, System Of A Down), the record is a high-octane guitar-fest, infused with the kind of infectious pop melodies that have made Ash one of Britain’s best-loved bands.

Ahead of a massive tour that takes in the UK, Europe, the US and Japan, guitarist Charlotte Hatherley auditioned just about every high-gain tube amp in the business in search of a sound that would bring the album to life on stage. The amplifier she chose was the Ashdown Fallen Angel 180.

“We've been looking to update my guitar rig for a while now and after trying all the guitar heads out there, we found that the Fallen Angel has a unique voicing that keeps its clarity and articulation, even at its highest gain settings” says Charlotte. “A recent live review said that the guitar sounded like 10,000 banshees wailing from the depths of hell - which is pretty much the effect we were after!"  

The Fallen Angel 180 uses no fewer than six EL34 tubes in the output section, gifting the amplifier with masses of headroom. Overdrive sounds are created mainly in the all-tube preamp section, leaving the power stage relatively unfettered to articulate even the fattest, bass-heavy power chord with an unusually high degree of clarity.

“We didn’t want to make just another guitar amp,” states Ashdown’s Mark Gooday. “As well as the power and voicing, the Fallen Angel 180 has some great live performance features like 4-way switching, dual master volumes and separate FX loops for each channel, so it’s possible to have chorus on the clean channel and delay on the overdrive. The FA180 is actually a very versatile amplifier.”

Charlotte partners her Fallen Angel 180 with a 4 x 12” cabinet from Ashdown’s Peacemaker range, loaded with Celestion Vintage 30s. 

For Ash news and tour dates, visit www.ash-official.com.

For further information on Ashdown Engineering guitar amplification including the high-gain Fallen Angel range, and the hand-wired Peacemaker and Classic ranges, visit www.ashdownmusic.com, or contact:
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